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BATTLE BErWEBN THE GUNBOATS AND
THE AQOIA CREEK BATTEBY.

Washington, May 31, 1861.
It WW stated in tuts comspoudence yesterday that a

number of vessels were then fitting oat here for some
destination not publicly dUclpsed. The following

p despatch received at the Navy Yard between four and
five o'clock this afternoon affords an explanation:.
The Keystone State reports that in passing Aquli at

noon the Freeborn and Anaoosta were engaging the balteryat Aquia Creek with sucsess. Shall I send the
Pccahantas with her ten inch gun to atsist?
This Is signed by Captain Dahlgren, the Oommander

at the Navy Yard.
Immediately on receipt of this despatch the Navy Departmentordered two men-of-war down to support Cap

tain Ward.
Wabkmgtox, May 81,1861.

Qapt. Dahlgren has forwarded a despatch to the Secretaryof the Navy, stating that this afternoon the battery
at Acquia Creek opened fire on the United StUes vessels
Water Witch, Anacosta and Freeborn. The report says
the vessels responded. The firing on both sides was
brisk. One of the batteries was silenced after more than

.< an hour's firing, when the United States forces suddenly
became short of ammunition, and hauled off.
A steamer was Immediately despatched to this navy

yard for a full supply of powder and Bhot. She has or-

rived, and the Pawnee and another vessel has returned,
and will arrive there by twelve o'clock to-night with an

abundant supply of war material, bo that firing upon the
bat:cry will be re opened in the morning.

* This engagement must have occurred after tho Cataline
passed Aquia creek at two F. M.
The report Is that none were killed or wounded on board

the United States vessels.
This last report was not altogether believed; but it is

certain the federal troops are awake to any possible
emergency.

i There fe little, if any doubt, that the New YorK Seventy-firstregiment will proceed at midnight to Acquia
creek, arrangements bavin; been made for their transportationthither, Up to half-past 11 o'clock to-night the
government has received no further advices from that
point beyondwhat has already been mentioned.
The Keystone State witnessed the fight for several

hows. According to the report of an officer on board
that vessel, there are two batteries, the one on the new

ground having been damagod.
It is supposed from the movements or the Aracosta

that she was struck by a ball.
It is of interest to know that Acquia Creek is fifty-five

miles from Washington, and is the terminus of the
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad. Vesselscan approach within musket range of the battery.

PROBABLE ADVANCE OF TIIE FEDERAL
TROOPS IN VIRGINIA.

Washinutos, May 31,1881.
v A gentleman who arrived to utght at hilf past nine

from the camp of tho federal troops in Virginia, reports
that four companies or United States dragoons, a battery
of artfflery, and the New York Eighth, Iwenty-Flfth and
Sixty-ninth regiments were occupying the heights two
miles beyond Arlington House, and their pickets extend
beyond Ball's Cross Roads, six miles and a half from
Washington.
A portion of this rorce was to advance on Fairfax

Court Bouse to-night, and, ir passible,
It hnfrtrA riaohrAftlr Thav av*ww»*as1

"v«.h . ->/ va-rvuvvu

to bare an engagement, aa information deemed
to be reliable bad reached them, that the Confederate
troops to the number of 1,400 are In possession of that
point.

It was current In this camp, that there would be an at
'tack by 4,000 Confederate troops on Alexandria during

, the night. The federal forces there and In the vicinity,
were actively engaged in preparing for the expected oonflict.The attack was expected to come from the directionof Dumfries, about twenty fire miles below.
The War Department is kept open all night, to be in

formed by telegraph or otherwise of whatever may de
maud prompt attention.

AFFAIRS AT ALEXANDRIA.
Washwgtos, May 81, ISfll.

General McDowell and the «< oorpt d> arm*" under his
command have been eagerly but vainly waiting all day
for the appearance of the rebels, or whose intention to
srttempt an attack on Alexandria they had been notified
yesterday. Up to a late hour this evening not a ghost of
a rebel had come within sight.
The preparations last night were owing to an apprehendedoo:> 11let on the Virginia side, a despatch havingbeen received by Lieutenant General 8:ott to induce

-ffuoh a belief, but which was after wards contradicted.
Alexandria, a new oollector having been appointed,

ban been re opened to Ute commerce of the country, and,
therefore, vessels will be admitted aa heretofore.
A dotaebmont of the Michigan regiment yesterday

morning wptured nearly three hundred barrels of floor

E NE
xt the iji'Dg'.oD Mi.In aboct all at l«a from Alexunlrta.
Ihese mil are tfle property cf Generalise. rhe il iur
*11 about being sect off for the use of it« aeceMKn
fcrccB.

Almundru, Va., May 31.1861.
rhe Pawnee steamed -p tale this aftornoon and left at

four o'clock. Her pUce wl1 be supplied bj the Tocabon'.ts.The Pax ace went down the river.
A traveller -who arrived from Richmond tfcte afternoon

aaserta that he taw but few tronps there la comparison
w '.h the extravagant atatement made of their numbers.
The balance may have been acattcred throughout the
State.

8,000 troops were at Manasaaa Gtp.
The towe. wears »i exceedingly dull aspect, like tb .t of

a Sabbath day. Many of the stores on the wharf are an
t re*y cioeeu, am tne secession iemiin?nt ansing me

community does not seem to have abated natch.
Women and cfcJdren are leaving oaily for the hosp'tali«(bores of Maryland. Freedom of speech la apparentlyunrestricted, except sben too open and violent in the

pretence of soldiera.
Colonel stono was to-day relieved from the comvu'l

ff this post, hia place be sj supplied by Colonel Eenit.
lmat, of the Seventeenth infantry regoiart.

IMPORTANT PAPERS SEIZED AX ALEXANDRIA.
W<i hear that among the e (facts of the Aiexandr a Sen

' ftice, non in the custody (but wholly uaicj ured) of
the -rojpe of tne United States, are certain letters or
preat importance, as shewing the means by whi-b the
revolution in Virginia woe accomplished, implicating the
writers a^J others In treason and conspiracy against the
Ccited states to such an extent a> that, J they fall into
the hands of the government, the law to its extreme extentcan ktttUy fa:: to be brought to boar upon their
cases. The lottflrs are believed to prove, beyond the
possibility of denial, that the adoption, of the ordinance of
secession by tfca Virginia Convention was tha result of
fraud, usurpation and terrorism unsurpassed In the h itorycl* civ.lued government; of nake > ac«l paipaOle revolution,to the end of entirely swoe;nBg away at a blow
the liberties of tbe masses of the Sta'e, In order to pl«ce
In the hands of 'he conspirators and their instruments,
for life, tbe ettiro machinery of the government of Virginia.Waskingiic. Star, ij 30.

IMPORTANT FROM MANASSAS JCNOTION.
TIN THOrS-lI'D KBJ'BL TROOPS AT THE GAT.JTHKK
TBOOF3 ALONG THE LINE OF K'. ILW4Y.TH>C
REBELS WISHING TO "COAX*' TUE NOKTOERN
TBoOJfS INTO AN AilOVSH.THE ROUTE TO WASHINGTONWELL GUARDED, ETC.
Th j foLowing statoment is made by a gentleman who

has but recently arrived In this city from the Gulf States,
having le't there abo'it May 20:.
Having travelled through a large tract of country, he

and his party, amoDg who'x vera several ladies, arrived
at the Maaacftos Junction on EattircUy evening, Liny 25.
They pasacd through Richmond, Gordonsviile and CulpepperCourt House, at which places our informant saw

large boJ ies of troops drilling, and saefssion Hags fiyiag,
as was also the case at the principal cities through which
he pas.^ed on his road to this point. At Manassas Jonctioutbe party had to s'ay all night, during the noxt day
a^J night, «nd until Monday morning. Our InTonrmt,
therefore, had a good opportunity to look around him.
Beiugsrmfd with an English passport, every courtesy
was shown to him. and especially to the
ladies of his party, by the officers of the
Southern tro:ps. While in conversation with a

Major cf the Confederate army, he ascertained that about
four thousand troops wore at that timo located in the
Ylcliiiiy of the Gap, and he himself paw a very large
spare of ground, over a mile in extent, covered with
tc-.ts. On the train by which his party travelled were
^.teen hundred troop:, and by WeJnesrtay last li was
confidently expscted that at 'oast a body of ten thousand
men would be gathered together at this point. The same
train brought on the truck cars six large brass cannon,
and eight otherH tikeu at Wilmington were said to be
on the grounds. Our informant saw the carriages, but
the gun3 were rot mounted. The soldiers are described
as being very powerfully ghullt men, ol' due bearing and
well equ'pped. It is a mistaken idea that the* are poorly
armed, our Informant bel'evoa thoy hava ail they can
r -<iuire for active operaVions.

liurirg a convorsrtion with one of the officers,
the following, in offact, were tbe remarks of
the latter. He sa'.J:."Wo are folly aware that
it is part of the plan of the Northern troops to
get possession of this Gap; and we are fully prepared
to meet them when they come. We have men enough
here, and wo will coax them on until we get them withia
our been, R.d 'hen we will give them what they will not
know nil tbo time comcB. We a.-e well backed up. If we
should fall < and that we do not mean to do) the first time,
those behind will rush down upon the invaders like an
avalarche.-'
The country in the neighborhood or the Gap Is hilly

and well wooded, suitable for any amount of gueriljt
warfare, especially when carried on by persona ac
quaiuied with the locality, and the troops there encamp
ed are determined to light desperately. There is a
general disbelief, not only here, but all over tbe South,
that the numbers of troops under arms and the amount
of money raised is not only exaggerated, but perfeotly
fabulous.
On Monday morning the party left for Alexandria.

On arriving at Fairfax station they were told
thry could go no farther by rail, but must
tftkp a fitocA TIiaIf hflffffnffA wo a rrortr ritrMlv
examined by the secessionists, after which they were
allowed to proceed. At this point of the line there was a
rifle company of abont eighty men. Having arrived at
Fairfax Court Ilouse, they determined to stay there all
Dight. The only troops seen there were one company of
cavalry and a trnall body of infantry, doubtless a home
guard. On Tuesday morning, at seven o'clock, they returnedtheir journey, passing on their way two robel
pickets without molestation. At about noon they arrived
at the tollhouse.the first picket station of our troops.
Here the sentries stopped them, until one of the party,
accompanied by a federal soldier, had visited the officqr
in command and had obtained a pass for tbe whole. This
requisite document having been procured, It had to be
shown at about every two hundred yards; but tbe exhibitionactcd as an " open sesame," and they passed
into the city. They found the troops very orderly and
kind, and were most agreeably disappointed with the
conduct or the Fire Zouaves, about whom they had heard
a variety of rumors and statements greatly to their detriment.The city was very quiet and dull, a large number
of the houses and stores being closed. At half-past two
o'clock P. If. they left the city for Washington, and
had to keep their pass all the time in their hands to show
to tbe sentries along the route until they passed tho
Long Bridge. When they arrived In Washington, all
further trouble ceased, and tbey once more found themselvesin a free country, where they could do as they
pleased, and go where they chose. The next day they
proceoded North, and arrived safiely in this sity.

REPORTS FROM RICHMOND AND MANASSAS
JUNCTION.

Wakhingtos, May 31,1861.
A Northern maa, who has been a prisoner in Richmond

for upwards of a week, has just arrived here. Ho states
that he saw but little of what was going on, as he was confinednearly all the time he was in that city. Tho
soldiers, he says, were all camped outside of the city. It
was impossible to tell how many troops were in that
vicinity, but they told him there were over thirty thousand.Ho had no opportunity of verifyiog It, as they
keep all their movements a profound secret, eepe
cially from strangers. He said he observed,
during tbe last three or four days, considerable
movement among the troops, to what direction
he did not learn, but was told they lia-1 gone In the directionof Alexandria. Notwithstanding he had a pass
from Governor Let:her, he experienced great difficulty on
his way to this city. Be says he saw but few soldiers on

the main road. At idnassos Junction there was a large
force engaged in throwing up lntrenchnsenis and fortifylDgthe place. He says he Heard while there that an advanceof rebel forces would be made towards Alexandria
before Saturday. They intend to dofend Manassas Junctionat all hazards. The railroad was in good order from
that point to Richmond.
A lady, who lives near Manassas Junction, and who

reached Washington this afternoeo, stated that tho Confederatetroops are concentrating rapidly at the Junction
They arc being thrown forward from Lynchburg in large
numbers, and troops in considerable bodies are making
an advance and occupying prominent positions this side
of that point.
The Confederate troops expected an immediate attack

from the federal forces Eomcwhcre In that vicinity. The
former were busily engaged fortifying every available
position at and near the junction, with.a viepr to make
that position as defensive as possible.

Baltmori, May SO, 1801.
I have just seen a gentleman direct from Manassas

Gap Junction. He describes the earthwork Intrenchmentsthere as quite extensive, and commanding both
tracks for some four miles. He estimates the number of
troops now there at not over 12,000, but siys they are

constantly receiving reinforcements.

THE WAR POLICY OF THE ADMINISTRATION.
Washington, May 81,1801.

Every day demonstrates more clearly and conclusively
the wise, prudent and sagacious policy whloh Is balng
panned by General Soott. There are, however, still
hanging about the departments fault Anders and croaken,who complain that the old hero is too dilatory In his
moyemeaW). Xhey want btjB te push hit rJranging
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into the heart of Virginia. Thete grumblers are

constantly beseeching the President and Secretary of
War to nrgo a more rapid policy. But tbe President and
Secretary of War have too nr..ch cotflJence in the

ability asd military skill of the Commander-in-Chief
to Interfere in the slightest Jegnse with his plan of
operations. These radicals even go eo far as to accuse
him of inaction, when the truth is he is two we«ka ahead
of the rebel army. If thers had been any other man at
the head of ailairs, this outside pressure would eltbsr
have compelled him to yield or resign.
The old hero has checkmated the rebels a', every

point, and in lets than ten days the backbone of th'.s re
bellion in Virginia will be broken without the firing of a
gun. Such is the tpnion entertained In high mli-Ury
circles.

FLAN OF THE FEDEBAL CAMPAIGN IN
VIRGINIA.

Washington, May 31, ISfll.
The rebel Congress will never meet in Richmond. I. is

the fixed determination of the government to have ros-

teuton of that hotbed of ee~e«swn before the Fourth of
Jn'y. No less than ninety thousand freemen of the
North, evroog with the consciousness of fighting for a

I'gbt cause, and amply provided with all the requisites
for successful warfare, will be moviug towards the
capital of tbe ill fat«d Old Dominion In leBS th in two
weeks, and sweep tbe last vestige of treason from this
tide of James river, ere the people of tbe liyal States
will unite in celebrat'ng tbe national anniversary. Of the
ninety ttouracd, thirty-Give thousand will push onward
from this point towards tho Blue Ridge, to meet the
rebe'8 In battle should they attempt to dispute tbeir advance,and cut ctt the retreat of their secession forces at

Harper'i Kerry. Twenty thousand will Invade Virginia
toll under General Patterson, from southeastern Pennsylvania.Twenty thcusaad, under Qenerat McClelland, will
cut their way toward! Winchester and Strasburg; and
fifteen thousand, under General Butler, aided by a naval
force, will gradually make their way up James river.
General McClelland will not trace tbe windings

of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad after concentratinghis forces at Grafton, but will follow
the turnpice from that point to Winchester. A strong
force will bo ccllectcd In Western Virginia, in addition
to the corps d'armte of General Sherman, for the protectionof tbe Unionists in that section and diversions
towards the southwestern portion of tho 3tate.
Tbe control of the railroad extending from Richmond,

via Lynchburg, across Southern Virginia, through TenLessee,is said to be one of the main points of General
Scott's plan for tbe summer campaign. With its posEeeslon,and the occupation cf Memphis, secession In
Tennessee will soon be crushed out

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS FROM THE CAHTAL.
Washington, lUy 31,1561.

The President has found it necesstry, owing to pressing
business, to deny himself to visitors.
Colonel Fr cmont was to leave Liverpool on the 18ih

inst , and Is expected here soon.
A private of Ccmprny K, Eleventh Pennsylvania regiment,name not ascertained, was accidentally shot and

killed at FJkton, Maryland, about two o'clock this alter
noon.
One hundred men of the same regiment, at Havre de

Grace, refused to drill this morning, on account of the
insufficiency of their rations. They are ilr.e fellows, full
of good nature, but insist on being filled with beef also.
Two privates of the Garibaldi Guard were accidentally

shot by the careless use of arms by e. comrade. One ball
pawed through tbe calf of one's leg, and the other
through the other's kneepan. It le supposed the Utter
will have to be amputated.
The Second Maine regiment arrived this a'ternoon.
TheNinth New York regiment occupy ihecamp of the

Seventh regiment.
The Rhode Islanders ue now daily .pra'iisLu^ t ;* £-'

firicg for several hours, Major Sherman's Light Artillerybattalion made a rplendid turnout on tbe avenue this
morning.
The New York Fourteenth regiment was highly complimentedby General Scott at the review yesterdayafternoon. He told Colonel Wood that he

folt proud at so splendid looking a regiment.
Tbe rfloruits for the Sixty-ninth regiment, brought on

here under Major Bagiey, and Captain Meagher's Zouaves,
were sworn yesterday into the United States service.
A large number of wagons, with four horse teams,

from Pennsylvania, are now daily engaged in carrying
provisions and ammunition to the various encampments
on the other side of the river. They will accompany
the army as train wagons.
The Seoretary of the Treasury has uuder consideration

the proper course to be pursued with a view to pay
ing the volunteers who have not yet recuivoit
any money from the government apart from the pro.
vision made by the States,
Hugh Maher. the successful bidder for the beef contract,filed bis bonds to-day.
All the regular forces now stationed is the Western

Territories having been ordered dast, the volunteer corps
to be raised ta Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado and Now Mexicowill be employed for the protection or the overland
mail route.
Although half of the time of service of the regiments

enlisted for three months now here has already elapsed,
Here Is no probability of their being sent home without
a smell of poirder. Tbey will all form part of the army
about moving upon Richmond. It Is presumed that after
marching them Into the enemy's country, and giving
them a taste of real war, a sense of bonor will prevent
the three months men retnrning home before the end
of the summer's campaign.
Thomas A. Scott, Vice President of tbe Pennsylvania

Central Railroad, who has been managing the military
routes through Maryland to the federal capital daring
the last five wee'/s, will also have tbe arrangement of all
Southern railroads that will be token possession of during
the prosecution of the war by the government. He is
here making preparations for tbe running of the Alexandriaand Orange Railroad under government auspices.
A corps of operators and workmen la now being or-

ganized. to follow the army of invasion, for tho purpose
of establlshiLg and keeping open constant telegraphic
communication with the military authorities here.
The Post Office Department will not lose anything by

tho cutting off of the Southern mails. Should tho rebel
postmasters fail to make returns of Ihc federal moneys
In their possess ion, tho Department can Indemnify Itself
out of the amounts due Southern contractors, who hive
not been paid for several months. It also expects to get
tho United States paid from the same source for the mail
bags and other government property likely to be appro,
priated by the rebels.
Ono half tho amount of bonds awarded on Saturday

having already been prepared, will at once be Issued to
the successful bidders.

Several vessels, improperly captured by tho blockadingforces, have been ordered to be released. The
government will act promptly in all future similar
cases.
The Revenue Ulwb require vessels ontering a port with

Informal papers to bo seized, but inasmuch as thoee
coming from the South, where the custom houses are in
possession of insurrectionary parties, they cannot obtain
the proper clearances. The Secretary or the Treasury,
with a view of remedying tho embarrassments and
trouble under these circumstances, haa decided that in
all cases where it appears that there was no fault on the
part of the commanders, the latter shall not be compelled
to go into court, bat cn the correct representation of the
collectors where the vessels arrive, the Unc3 and fcos
which the law Imposes shall be remitted.
Post routes and poet offices managed by loyal citizens

and In loyal districts in Virginia, are not to be deprived
of the mall service nnder the recent order or the Post
Office Department. If they should be peremptorily suspendedby the general order thoy will be restored upjn
due advice of the facts.
Mr. W. S. Wood, of New Vork, was to-day commit,

eioncd by the President as Commissioner of publlo buildingsfor this district. It is a very important office, and
it is believed that Mr. Wood will All the post with credit
to himself aid the government. We hope now to see a
visi ble change in many things about the city.
The statement that any person haa been appointed Sur-

veyor of New York Is not true.

BORDERSTATE CONVENTION.
Piumcjoitt, Ky., May 80,1WI.

The Convention met to day at Mm regular hour.
The committee appointed to Investigate the charges

wainet Governor Magoffla la not ready to report,

RK B
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ruoposua fob buildisg ste^m sore*
gunboats.

Wa»un« ton, May 31,1501.
propos Js are to be received at the Navy Bureau of

Construction until tbe 16th of Juno for the o itplete otn

Btruction and equipment of the steam ecrew gutiboa'.i,
including Bp ire, rigging, tails, awnings, buata, cable? ao1
anchor*, tanks, casks, furniture, oooking apparatus,
and all the outfits for v«ssois-of * it ready
for sea service. The steam macfc'uory, the fuet
for tlie same, the arnum?nt and the provisoes * l! be
provided by tho government. Proposals will bo rejoivel
only from shipbuilders who are actuaUy engage 1
In that business, anl eat'e'ac'.ory cv'ioace to it at
<tloot Will bo require I iron por; !ea prop yl..;,
who are not knows to the Department. Cpon
applloation to the B .reau parties will be furnishedw"h a spedAcs.,ion, showing the dimensions of
the retael, and description and s.ze or tho material; ai.so,
a section showing the length of the timbers amidships
Building plana will be furnished by the Ue^urtmentwhen a contract ia made. With tho s pecHut
tions will be enclosed tho form of the
tract. The acccessful peroon v> ill be req.ircd
to exocato with svoties tti full anonni of the cacinwji.
the parties musl state in their oil'-r the t tat amict for
whf :h they will ongtgo to do all th-» coa'.rut and c^ec

ficaConsrequired g v'.ng separate the amount dem ind^l
of tte reasel; fo be facn:hed !n sisty, seventy-Sc*,
ninety and in one h>wdrod anl Bvo day a from
date of the contract, the veesui .n oi:h case ti be cam

pleted and ready for soa in thirty days after b'j'.n^
launched, the Department reserving tho right to accept
the proposition most to ibe interest of tho governmdu;
and to reject them all, at ite option. Parties will state
the number of vessels they «iUagroei-3 deliver with.u
the time speoiflod.
EFFECT ABROAD OF 1HK FOREIGN EL3MENT151 OXJR ARMY.

Washington, May 31,1WI
When the astounding fact becomes koown, as It sxm

will, to all the European government*, that of our im
mense army now in the field, and those r ja-iy to be mustered,numbering hundreds of thousands, a large majority
belong to the foreign element, !t must produce a great
change In the minds of the people throughout Kurope. \

distinguished foreigner now here remarked, on'.y a dty
or two since, In conversation w!th a high functionary cf
the government, that that fact alone would do more to

strengthen the North with foreign government* than anythingthat could occur.

AN ARMY OFFICER'S REPORT OF AFFAIRS
IN THE SOUTH.

Wjsri.vgkut, May 31,1501.
An officer of the armv, who wm despatched as far

South as Texas eoma weeks ago, with instructions to off!
cava r/tmmnnHinff nn lh« frftntiflf. Vioji inftt rAtnrnfld. U

was with tLo itmoet dirtloulty Uut he succeeJoi in get.
ting out of the enemy'9 country. Ho rcturnoJ by way
of Arkauwa. He gives a most deplorabls acjouut of the
condition of things in the Sauth. The outragei that are

perpetrated upon innocent and uuoflending persons is
frightful. They calculate to whip the North into subjectionIn about three months. They assert ttut for
every one of tbe'.r men whobe life is taken ten Northern
or Union men shall be slain. Ihey hi^e a l«*fc'o number
of our army officers prtfeonere end are determined t.>
hold tbero, and If It becomes noc*S£iry. in order to retaliate,to hang tbem.

REBELLIOUS DEMONSTRATION IN BALTIMORE
8EniTIOU8 CRIES AND MENACES OF THE MOB.A DETACHMENTOF FEDERAL TROOPS FIftEB UPON.
BALTIMORE A NEST OF REBELS.

Washisgton, May 31, 1801.
Since General Bnt^r left Baltimore that city lua been

£"'»*}?£ *VJe'? and-)one. Intimations of a threatened
attach iWn «6e"l><fi/th and Thirteenth Volunteer regimentscaused them to pass through laat nifht with w*a

pots loaded and bayonet* fixed. In marching through
the street, while few made demonstrations of loyalty a

large proportion cheered for Jeff Davis, and shook their
flstB at the troops. This Is not all. The railroad company
agreed to send the cars containing the baggage and stores
of the Thirteenth regiment across the city on the
track, so aa to prevent the delay that would be
occasioned by freighting them from depot to
depot. To whom this agreement became known
outside tbe railroad company and regiment
1b not known, but It is a fact that tbe track was so dlsar
ranged as to throw the first freight car oiT the track.
Tho two regiments did not deem it necessary to remiin
with their full force to protect their property, consequently
a detail of fifteen men was left to accompany It ti Washington.The two regiments had hardly left Baltimore be
fore the guard of the Twelfth and Thirteenth left in
charge of the baggage was surrounded by a mob, who
threatened the soldiers, cheered for Jefl". Davis, and,
among other things, fired three shots at them.
This Is a specimen of loyal Baltimore. The report from

there to-day Is that the mob spirit is reviving again.
Quartermaster Rochester, of the Thirteenth, is quoted lo
me as the authority for the above statement.

Baitimork, May 31,1861.
Shortly alter midnight a party of disorderly men ap

proacbed the picket guard on Federal Hill. The camp
guard hailed them twice, and, receiving no reply, fired.
One man was wounded and the balance retreated. A
party of one hundred men set out and arrested six of the
men, four of whom, after examination this morning,
were discharged, while two were retained for further
investigation. j

IMPORTANT ARRESTS.
Baltimokk, May 31,1861.

Two more arrests for treason were made here to-day.
A thousand troops from Maine passed here to day for
Washington. Baltimore presents a livelier appearance
than a fortnight ago, but no sign of being more friendly
to the Union. As the cars nasaed through that citv this
afternoon, they were greeted with mingled cheers for
the Union and for Jeff. Davie. One man in the crowd
but without any gun, went through the gestures of tiring
at a soldier who sat near a car window, indicating that
the spirit was willing, though the flesh was woak.
Ex Governor Pratt was arrested this evening at Annapolis,by order of tbe government, and taken to WashingtonKavy Yard.
It la rumered that ex Governor Lowo bas also been arrested.
Mr. McLane, late Minister to Msxico. was nominated !>v

lite secessionists In the Fourth Congressional dlstriot tonight.J
OUR BALTIMORE CORRESPONDENCE.

Baltdcori, May 30,1891.
Ihe Pratt Strut RioUrt to he Punishvl.

There will be a lively time here when tbe next term of
the crtmlnal court begtna, which will be now in a short
time. The first cases tried will be those of the rioters of
tbe memorable 19th of April, and according to preseut
appearances they will have a bard road to travel. There
are twenty-nine Individuals in all against whom indictmentshave been found. Of these more than twenty are
out on ball, in the trifling sum of $500, and it would be
strange indeed if some of them do not take French leave
before they are tried. It Is understood that the evidence
against tbem all la ample and conclusive. Much complaintis made by the oitizons because tho Grand Jury
have neglected all other business, and have devoted all
their time to forreting out evidence against these men.
It is weil Known, however, ttat Baltimore oan show her
loyalty to the Union tn no more convincing way than by
muking a severe example of these rioters, and this will
undoubtedly be done.

MORE STEAMERS CHARTERED.
The steamers Thomas Swann, Captain LayHeld; Loouat

Point, French; George's Creek, and Potomac, have bwin
chartered by the government, and are now loading with
provisions. The Thomas Swann will sail on Saturday
for Fort Pickens, with provisions, cannon and gun carriage*.

THE FIRST MAINE REGIMENT.
Portland, May 31,1901.

The First Maine regiment, Colonel Jackson, leave* for
Boston at eight o'clock to morrow morning. They will
leave Boaton at five o'clock for New York by the Fall
river route. A special train and ooal for their accommodationhave been provided by George Shlverick, Esq..
the gentlemanly and Indefatigable Boston agent of the
Fall rivor route. Qiey have been in camp Mar the city
four weeks, and are thoroughly drilled in Hardee's
tactics.

[ERA
NLWS FROM FORTRESS MONROE.

Arrival of RelDfortementa from kv Y»rk.
Poor Hundred and Fifty Fagl lre Slaves

Id the Fort A General tprhlng of
iho ftgroet Apprehended,

On h>c*f &(

REPORTS FROM FORTRESS MONROE AND
VICINITY.

Washctotom, May 31,1861.
The steamer OtUiioe, Captalo l'hilllpe, left Etortreaa

Motroo at half-put twelve o'clock th'.a morning, with a

messenger bearing special de«(ut;fces to General Scott.
She reached Alexandria at about f y.r o'clock th'a afternoon,and the meetenger cune to this city by exprees.
The Buddtn departure of the boat from the fort, tin

extraordinary ipeel made on the trip, and her immediate
return, Is evidence that the co-nmunicttioa from Genera'
Butler to General ?eoU to bighJy important
CaftAlc rh Hipa rt porta having aeon on the Virginit

shore, reventy-nine mil>s fiom Washington, men at work
with cat; e, apparently erecting a battery on Ragged
island Pe.'nt. When oft' Aqm*. Creek taw fbe tcam-'m
Wat«r Wltci, Freeborn, imd RcU»nce at anchor. flair a
battery on tho shore distinctly, mounting six nuns and
a large number of men. Passed steamer City of Richmondwith Kubtinats for Fort Uonroe.

Colonel Allen's New York regiment bad arrived at
ike fort and en;»ajped near Colonel Duryeo's New York
Zouaves.
The Bartlett Naval Brigid* bad not Unded when the

Calalloe left.
Slaves were still flxk'ng to the fort. It was discoveredthat thirty of the slaves belonged to one man In Richnoond. He obtained perm 1st ion to visit the fort to confer

with General Butler on the subject ot getting his live
property back. He asked the General if he might be
allowed to convey them back. The General said they
rant there of tbelr own accord, and could go back with
him if they desired to. They wore asked 11' they doslred
to return with their muter. They quickly decided
that they preferred to remain with the soldiers in
lh3 fort. The claimant then said If tho General
would allow him to take his slaves to Richmond
he would manumit them. General Butler said ho could
not nrake any such arrangement. Ho, tho claimant, could
go to Richmond with or without the slaves, and they
could go or stay, as they pleated, and if they went the
claimant might do aB he pleased about manumitting
tbem. In short, General Butler refused to agree to anythingbut that niggers and master might leave as quick
as ttey pleased. The claimant, lindlxg himself in a bad
tlx, manumitted the thirty slaves on tho spot, left them
io the Joit free men, ana left himsolf for Richmond.
A gontlsman arrived to day from Fortress Monrio, reportsthat when he left yesterday four hundred and fifty

Waves' had arrived at the fort, and thoy stated that a generalnprieicg of tho slave population was csposted.
General Butler was to await further roinforcom ;nts beforemoving farther into tho enemy's country.
Sever a' vessels went to Fortress Monroo to-diy carryinghundreds cf thousands of cartridges, with oth*.r war

requisites. The supply In that direction is now ample.

Baltimori, Hay 31,1841.
A tteamer frim Fortress Monroe, which left thore yes

terday, has arrived hero.
General Butler spent Monday at Newport News, where

the greatest confusion lias prevailed from want of expo
k jtnee on tho part of the Qoarlormaaters and Commissaries.

Provisions not having been promptly distributed, fo
ragir s parties provided liberally for thcmsolves, and in
some Instance* wantonly destroyed property.

Colonel Phelps, of the Vermont regiment, Is now In
commaud of the post.
A line of intrenebmenta 2,600 feet long Is nearly competed.
Colonel Duryee visited Hampton yesterday, and publisheda proclamation to the remilning few luhibltauti,

declaring that the private property of the loyal citizens
should be respected.

Colonel Allen's regiment, which arrived on Wednesday,
will encamp urar immpvou.

Bartlett's Brigade arrived on Thursday mornisg on the
Oo&tzacoalcoe, and will proceed at once to Newport
News.
Fugitive elavi'8 continue to flock into the camps.
Some additional Items were gleaned from a passenger

by the steamer from Fortress Moaroe. Host extensive
war preparations were In progress at the Tort. Troops
were being poshed forward rapidly toward the interior,
and it was thought that an attack on Norfolk by a circuitousroute was shortly to be made Immense quantitiesof war material and provisions were being landed at
the fort.
George B. Tucker, of Baltimore, Sutler's clerk at Monroe,was arrested on the charge of holding communicationwith the enemy. He was sent to Fort McHeury, and

arrived there this morning.

FIFTH REGIMENT, ADVANCE GUARD.
OUR FORTRB89 MONRO* CORRESPONDENCE.

hkadqvartshm Firm Reoihkst, N. Y. 8. V ,)
Fohtmws Moshob, May 28,1861. j

Demonttration on tlte Rovit.Faltt Alarms to lot the Courageof the Men.iAMV/rwui Life in Camp.CclMtl Abrarn
Vuryte Promoted.
After leaving the glorioue Empire City in the steam

transport Alabama, on Thursday evening, the 23d inst.,
our men, instead of settling down in melancholy,enjoyed
themstlves to their hearts' content. We arrived off the
bar on Friday nigbt, and in the afternoon passed the
steam trsnsport Cambridge, of Boston, having the prize
ship Ella, of Richmond, in tow. We exchanged signals,
and Ealutes were firod from oar vessel and the Cambridge.
Ihe ovation our regiment received in New York was

scarcely to be compared to that awaiting us all along our
route. Every vessel wo passed took notice of the picturesquescene of our regiment clustered on the hurricanedeck of oar ves-cl.the red, white and blue uniform
attracting considerable attention. Dipping of colors,
cheers upon cheers, and «ther means of friendly and joyousgreetings, were the cemoiiStrationg ma le in honor of
the Fifth regiment.
On our arrival at Fortress Jfonroo the shipsofwar

Cumberland and Minnesota, tho latter the flagship of
Commodoro Stringham, manned the rigging and gavo us
three cheers.such cheers 03 only American tars csm
utter.the bands playing the national aire on both sides.
At our landing we were courteously received hy tho ofllcersof the Troy regiment, Colonel Carr. We landed
about eleven o'clock, and by five the regiment was on the
camp ground, two miles from the fort, being not only
Advance Guard by name, but the advance guard in position.Since then we have been undergoing strict discipline,the monotony of carr.p life being somewhat enlivenedby a'arms raised, which our beloved Colonel instigatesto test In how short a time his command can get
ready for action. At one of thes« alarms, caused by a
sentinel firing at what ho supposed to be a boat, Lieut.
Thccdore S. Dumont, of Company B, was sent with the
guard to ascertain the cause of the alarm, which, of
course, turned out to be only imaginary. Captain KIIpatrickhas been dctached from the regiment, with a detailas a reconnoitermg party, and is doing good servico.
Captain Wauph has also been detailed on similar service.
We are living here like kings. The ground we are encampedon is a beautiful meadow. At our back Is a splendidvegetable garden, from which we are supplied with

potatoes, onions, &c. On the beach are oceans of owBters,
clams, lobsters and fish; the latter, weighing two and
three pounds, are celling at two cents a piece. Thus you
see we are in no impending prospect of our being starred
to death very soon, as long as we lean procure the luxuriousbivalves and the finny tribes in such abundance.
CSolonel Dui-yce Is a greai favorite with everybody at this
department, and has already been assigned the temporary
command of the troops here. He will certainly be promotedto a M»jor Ooneralthip. but it will cost a struggle
to him to leave this regfcneat, upon wh'ch he fairly dotes.
This feeling is also shared by the members of the regiment.ihere is not one man in the entire ranks who
would not willingly go through fire and water to serve
his commander. We an daily expecting orders to proceedInto the interior, and our men are anxious to see
some fighting.

I/KTBBR FltOM A. SOLDIIR.
The following letter from a young soldier in Oolonrt

Duryee'a Advance Guard of Zouaves, to his brother In
this city, contains very interesting intelligence from this
regiment siaco its removal to the immediate seat of
war:.

Cajtp Bctlxr. 1
NtiR Fortress Monro*, May 87,1861. f

Dear Brother.We have just been having a grand parade
on our grounds, which you will see by the top of my
letter we have christened Camp Butler, in honor of our
General. I an pretty tired; bat not wishing to give way
to sleep, I have determined to write you a letter. Well,
to begin, I must say that I enjoy oxcollent health,
although I was very seasick daring ov voyage hero.

#

LD.
PRICE TWO CENTS.

»m oka in excellent iplrita. I oon'.d not bo Gthcrwiaej
the perfect noveUy or oainp We g v« no \,\bm for .frr
choly. Ai! the boys seem to be at home. I wu delighted
while on board eblp to aee, now and again, one or two «C
our saval veeiela pa*a by with a "prize," aa we «*.yle it;
or, in other word#, "cruieiag orafta" which belonged to
the eaemy. We paaaed two or three auoh pri2», Md aft
tney pasaed along our boya gave three hearty oheera,
together wHb a perfect New York "tiger." We anWed
oppoaite tbe fort on Saturday morning, were pfcnM on
board Ibe Yanhte and landed til O d Point Oocfort, wbichi
ih about a mile and a half ttartb of tfco fort. It waapreUT,late when our tenia were brought to the ground. Weam
n«>t time to piteh Uteaa the ttrat aifbt, but that made no
diflertDJO; the hoys, ail with a will, spread their oil*
clctha over tbe aioucu. kuauMtrks under h*aJ. hlanbeti
over them, at a toon were :u tb>- ion t of cut'Jca It wn '

thus we Biept the tirnt ntfcht. i ha second night «u quit i
an agreeable one Indeed, inasmuch aa cir acstmmoda
tior» wi re bolter, and we wt>i« iu anticipation of bitTinga''brufch' with tbu enemy vgn irrrn nratid at anffptt,crnckiD,' i(k< B, our aim* stacked below ua, whoa, «U a',
cnce, our sentinels gave tbo .u*rm or the t&tnjr'l approachthe order to fall in given, when, Ui an instant,tin plates were tin own o«o s^e, knives and Mri
tbiown to tLa ground, and hocb % ru*h you now uw in
jour life.every roan find bis market in hlsluiaia In *
moment. You oak have board a pin 'all, so great wasibe silcoco that provaifed, ao aj<x>'ua war* they to meet
the en> my. Captains wore a*- itimr posts,tbo Colonel wa«
on the ii'-ld ready for tbu combat, wbnn, wtut do joa
'-I roeor. It wan a law H'Him tfer jolog throughMM
i.uie enrcrio we wore permitted to go and finish oar
uppers We bad retired'or lb** night. Two o'c'aok iB
tbo morning can>o, wtion »K«1n we wore arouaed
by the cry 'To arms'' <Jj«. sprung tbo men, aome
wlthnocoala, Rome with m ch -ea, home even without
any dress but their pants and shir's, muskets wer®
teized and the order gUeu to "Stai.d fast " Again the
eanie gilifco prevailed as «t the nrst. No; I ana mtalaKtp. You could h* vo beard a Rl'ght whisper among
thtm, encouraging one another:.'Now, boya, we hiv®
a chance, let ua give them a preamble to our work." W®
waited patently,but do unemy aptwarod, wbon the order
was given to retire. We arc in possesion of a farm of
about three or four hundred «c> ev or land, on this land
there are about forty beautiful bouaes.net a sioi in on®
of them but these occuptd by our t'oope. Tte owner®
ot them Call secessionists, of cmirae), were In tuoh ft
hurry getting away that they dm not Uke ha'i their
thiran. Some left beds and chairs behind them; Bom®
left tnelr horses and cat .ie, and poaio left th.-ir slave®
even. Wo are in posecsalun of all this togei-nar with
which we have tan en pu'ee^lon of a splendid female
seminary, cn tbo cupolx of which we planted the Stars
and Strifes All th< Be .«eccft»Ur>ie's havn concentrated at
mo point, abo :t a inilo from hero The/ number earn®
800 strong. We can soo ihem from our camp, and they
can see uh pUinly. lhev bmo tbo bridge that crossed
the stream that lies boiweae them and ut). Wo saw it
burn, but had no orders to interfere with the ja. Tb®
woods all round us aro infested with the enemy. Tboy
call ub the-'red devila.'' This i learned from a smau
slave who visit® our camp ouce lu a wbiio. They ar®
alraid of their lives with un. Tbo p'acer where these rebol®
rendezvous Is called Hampton.just about one mile from
ncre. 1 think our Colonel wil giv« ua i«rmi*aion to-day
or to morrow to ba«.te thorn, TMa Is a lovely spot.«
beautiful bey.splendid ene.&wpmsrt. I hive taken
oil ail my under clothing; I Homotlmcs go barefoot.
The climate Is pretty hot. Thero 14 n 1 sickness among us.
Write to mo boob 8cn1 mo some cojitca of the Heuld
onco >n a while. Money ii alm<»t uteicss hero, as there
are no stores In the neljihoorlmd.

I will tell jou tbo >c3i; la my next. For tha rreemt
goodbje. Youjalloctioirltd brother, E. W. HVLL.

OUR BALTIMORE CORRESPONDENCE.
Da timori, May 30,1601.

La'.rst frem ITart*r's fyrrj.Particultrs of!>u Betrtat of
the K-lxh from Grafton.Nattedy Movement! 0/ Gtntra(
McCl lland.How Harptr'a Ferry will bt Txken, <Cc.

NEWS fROM ItABIIR'S KKREV.

l uuvv roct'ivuu, iioui n ovine nuiuu i aui uou

mitted to indicate, bat which i> tellable, some late and
important news from Harper's Fe-ry. In tho flrtt place,
all the reports that the communication between Harper'*
Ftriy and the South tan been cut oft are incorrect. Reinforcementsacd provisions had passed from I.yn:hbur&
and Gordonsville, through Culpepper, Manassas Junction
and Strasburg. and tbwe to \Vluchefetor and Harper's
Ferry, an late a«s Monday and Tufadiy last, there ia
gocd wngon road between Sirutburg and Wincheeter,
and the utetanco is only twelve miles. From Mount
Jackfou. the southwestern terminus of the Manasaan
tiap liaiiroad, to Staunton, on the Virginia Central Railroad(thiity nine miles fiom CbarloiteavlUe), the dJjjtanceis thirty miles, Over u turnpike ro.»u. £o tiiai,
until the Manassa£ Gap Junction is seized and haid, the 4
rebole at HarperV Ferry will still bare an opon coumunicaticnwith their abettors at «ho (South. \ >
The statement made in a report from Chambsrsbnrg.that tho rebels on the Maryland heights hare *o field

plrccs, is Incorrect. The batteries cn those heights arenumerousand well provided with heavy artillery; but.
thej are masked, so as not to be ceen from below.

TH» ATTJIM AT V.RAtTOH.
The repcrted retreat of tho Southern forces from

Grafton Is correct. <)n the approach of the Ohio troops
on Monday, the Confederate forces at that place abandonedtheir position, and retreated to a point on the roaa
between Cumberland and Martlnsburg* At they passed!
the bridges over Patterson's creek and Long Branch,
a short distance east of Cumberland, they burned soa
destroyed three bridges. This wa« done cn rueeday
n'ght, in pursuance of orders from Gen. Johnston, in orderto prevent the march of the <Jtoio troops on Harper's
Ferry. The possession of Grafton was probably considereda matter of slight importance, if the march oC
the Western troops cauld be stopped by its evaluation.
In order to further embarrass tho movements of their
opponents, they also brought with them to Martlntburg
the recording instruments and other apparatus of th«
telegraph ofllce at Grafton.
General McClelland, after taking possession of Grafton,

pushed forward a roconnoissance as far as the burned
bridges east of Cumberland. Ho lias probably by this
time established bis headquarters at Cumberland, and Is,
of course, In telegraphic communication with the militaryauthorities at Harris!;urg and with General Scott.
If it is desired to make a demonstration upon Harper's
Ferry, roinforcements in any amount can be sent to him
from Cincinnati, Columbus and Cleveland. These troops
will enter Virginia at Parkersburg, and will then proceed
by rail to Cumberland.pontoon trains will ebviate tha
necessity for tho bridges east of that place, if It is desirableto proceed at once.
The proclamation of General McClelland was addressed

to the citizens of Western Virginia, and not to the Union
men. as has been stated. It if an ableand dignlilod document,and just what might have been cxpectod from tha
head and heart of that gallant officer and chivalrous gentleman.He declaros that tbe troops under his command
come into Virginia not as Into a hostile country, but aa
into tbe territory of friends. He enjolna the Inhabitants
to prosecute their respective callings with diligence, and
assures them that there will be no molestation of persons
and property by tho troops under his command, except
of persons found in arms against the government. This
proclamation lias had a most bcjipy effect, and is universallyobeyed and respected
The two Pennsylvania regiments that pissed through

here yesterday, and two others that arrived hero this
rooming, all proceeded by way of the Northern Central
road toward" York and Gettysburg. They undoubtedly
constitute part of the column that is to be sent against
Harper's Ferry from the North, by wav or tha
country roads leading to the Maryland heights,
under command of (ifncral Patterson it ia nob
unlikely that tbo throe Pencaylvonla regiments
In camp hore will be ordered on tho same MrTire,instead of being sent to Fortress Monroe; that Is,In case a speedy attack on Hm per'8 Ferry is contemplated.

It is not likely, however, that any attempt to taka
Harper's Fc-rry by an immediate coup <le imin will be
made. TLe natural ai.d artlllcial de'eiices or the place
are now well known to the government. The first intimationwhich the government had of the extent of the
fortifications there, of the prtserce of General Johnston
as commander, and of his guarding the northern approachesto the Maryland heights, was from the tolagraphicdespatches in the Hkiulu. it Is probable, therefore.that th" government will content itself for tho presentwith hemming in the rebels, cutting off their sappliesand communications, and, it may be, lay regular
siege to the place. But the first thing ought to be the
capture of Manassas Gap Junction, and the occupation
with a strong force of the railroad from thore to Straiburg.

LATEST FROM VORTRKSfl MOXKOK.
The steamer which arrived this morning from Norfolk

cnly brings a confirmation of the previous report* of tho
strength and formidable character of the rebel batteries
at Crsney Island, Fort Norfolk, Sewall's Point and Portemouth.A thousand additional troope bad arrived per
steamer frcm New York last night.
THE DEPARTMENTS ASSIGNED TO GENERALSBANKS AND FREMONT.

Wabhlvoto*, May 31, 18M.
Governor Banks has accepted tho appointment or

Major General conferred upon him, and will be assigned
to a department to bo created on the Atlantic, near to
that now commanded by General Butler. The two will
be expected to co operate. Governor Banks haa no

determined when h0 wi" uke tho flold> but 11 " not

likely that bo will do so until he returns to Chicago, to
close op bis connection with the Illinois Central Railroad
Company, which has heretofore been only temporary,
and contingent on the requirements of the general go.
vejpment upon him. His ftunily is still at Chicago; theywiSnot be removed back to Massachusetts.

jrfeolonel Fremont, upon his arrival, accepts the commissionof Major General, be will be assigned to a oommaudin the West.

MORE TROOPS FOR WASHINGTON.
Elxika, N. Y., Kay 31,1861.

The Thirty-fifth regiment organized to-day. w. C.
Browne, of Watertown, was elected Colonel; S. L. Potter,
of same plaoe, Lieutenant Colonel; N. B. Lord, Major.
Seven of the ten companies of whieh the regiment Is
composed are from Jefferson county. This disposes of
ail the troops bore. Two more regiments have beso
ordered to Washington immediately.

For additional War Ntm M Fifth Ml
JfcMkjNfl*.


